SOCI ETY FOR ECUMENI CAL STUDI ES
M nutes of the Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 13 February 2001

Present: Martin Conway (in chair), Martin Cressey, John
Bradl ey, Barney MIIligan, Janes Cassidy, Paul Avis,
Maxi nos Lavriotes, Fidelis Daly, Frank Davis, Mary
Tanner, Gareth Powell, Mark Wodruff, Martin
Reardon, Philip Mrgan, David Carter.

Apol ogies: Liz Tait, David Butler, Donald Norwood, M chael
Rowet t .

Secretary’ s Revi ew

David Carter gave a brief review of events in the previous
year and explained the "stall' in activity. W then noved to
the full-scale discussion of the future of the Society. David
Carter had received ten witten replies to the letter sent out
by Paul MacPartlan and Martin Conway. They differed

consi derably, but, overall, there seened to be a strong desire
that the Society should hel p keep nmenbers up to date on key
ecuneni cal devel opnents and consi derabl e support for the idea
of concentrating on an annual residential conference (wth
some varied opinions as to length and timng). Views varied on
t he question of concentrating on particular ainms/issues and on
whet her there could be a role for regional groups.

In the discussion, John Bradley nentioned the Rural Theol ogy
Associ ati on as havi ng experienced sone of the sane
difficulties as SES. Joint conferences with other societies
m ght be hel pful. Barney MII|igan enphasi sed how j oi nt co-
operation had transformed the prospects of sone snal

soci eties working on European matters. The possibility of a
link with Turvey and "One in Christ' was nentioned.

When the question of recruiting younger nmenbers was raised,
sone enphasi sed that young people no | onger share the 'neeting
culture' of a past generation and do things nmuch nore
informally, via the 'net' etc.

Consi der abl e enphasi s was placed on our intention to forge

i nks between different "worlds' in ecunenism Elizabeth Wl ch
had witten encouraging us to get an 'overview of what was
goi ng on. She al so wondered what co-operation we coul d achieve
with journals in the field. John Bradley nentioned the very
poor conmuni cati on between the 'academ c¢' and 'popular' |evels
of ecunenism Paul Avis nentioned the new 'Journal for the
Study of the Christian Church'. Martin Conway nentioned | srael
Sel vanayaganis intention to create an Ecunenical Centre in

Bi rm ngham and hoped we woul d be able to co-operate with him



The question was remtted to the Conmttee which would be
nmeeting on 8 March.

For mal Busi ness

Paul MacPartlan resigned as Convenor and Martin Conway was
unani mously el ected as his successor. David Carter and Fidelis
Daly were re-el ected as Secretary and Treasurer respectively.
O her commttee nenbers were elected as foll ows: Paul
MacPart| an, Maxinos Lavriotes, Rodney Matthews and Gareth
Powel | . Barney MIligan kindly offered help to the Secretary,
an of fer he nmuch appreci at ed.

Fi nanci al Statenent.

Sister Fidelis explained the problens that had been
encountered arising fromthe Bank and her enforced nove from
her normal prem ses. The bal ance was reported as £1, 361. 47.



