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Secretary's Notes

Encl osed with this mailing, please find two notes from our
Convenor, Martin Conway, the first about the neeting of

' Soci etas Cecunenica', due to take place in Salisbury |ater
this year, and about our own plans for a big weekend
conference in May 2003. The Conm ttee has been hard at work,
endeavouring to rethink our strategy and nore will, of course,
be said about this at the AGM at Church House, on February 15.

AGM

This takes place at 4.45 pmat Church House, Geat Smth ST
London SW., by kind perm ssion of Rev. Dr Paul Avis, genera
Secretary of the Comm ssion for Christian Unity of the Church
of Engl and and, of course, one of our own nmenbers. We thank
himand his secretary, Hazel Agar, yet once again for their
hospitality. As usual, there will be a short business neeting,
foll owed by tal ks and discussion. This year, we | ook at new
devel opnents in the diaconate. Paul Avis and Tom Bruch,
CGeneral Secretary of the Lutheran Council of Great Britain
will talk to us about the devel opnents within their respective
conmuni ons. We hope also to have a Roman Catholic speaker -
name to be confirned.

AGM Busi ness Agenda
This will be as follows:

1. Openi ng Prayer by Convenor

2. M nutes (as in February 2001 newsl etter)

3. Fi nanci al st at enent

4. Report on plans, especially for 2003

5. El ecti on of Convenor, Treasurer,
Secretary and other Committee nenbers

6. ACB.

Recent devel opnents

After a long period in which ecunenists have felt rather
frustrated, much seens to be on the nove again. Both the
report of the formal conversations between the Church of

Engl and and British Methodismand the report of the informal,
trilateral conversations between the URC, the Church of

Engl and and the Met hodi sts have been publi shed.

Sonme have expressed di sappoi ntnment that, in particular, the
Angl i can- Met hodi st report was not nore radical. Two very
positive features can be discerned within both processes.
First, the deep | evel of engagenent w th eccl esiol ogica

i ssues whi ch have not al ways been as clearly addressed in the
past. Secondly, within that, the | evel of questioning and



engagenent with each other. The URC wanted its two partner
churches to | ook at concerns especially inportant to it, viz.
the conciliar nature of the Church and el dership. | discern
within all of this a degree of listening to each others’
concerns. Ecunenismis about a fine balance between w tnessing
to the truth that we believe God has commtted to us in the
past, and which we cannot abandon, and listening to what he
may be trying to say to us about our need to receive fromthe
i nsi ght of others.

The reception process for both these reports will be very

i nportant. Whatever may be agreed at the | evel of Conference
and the General Synod will only bear fruit if it is taken to
heart by the Methodi st and Anglican people and wll only go on
to bear wi der ecunenical fruit if it takes account of the
concerns of the URC and, indeed, other ecunenical partners. In
both sorts of conversations, the ecunenical observers from
other traditions have played a key role, a valuable rem nder
that no two communi ons can exhaust all that it nmeans to be
Christ's church in its fullness. Neither the bil ateral
Anglican Methodist relationship nor yet the trilateral one,
including the URCis an end in itself, though both can be a
great help and stimulus to the rest of Christendomin the
search for unity.

The present process has been powerfully influenced by the
Angl i can phil osophy of 'unity by stages' and this has much to
commend it, particularly if it can be backed up by a rea
reception and growi ng closer together at the grass roots. As
Cardinal Mercier said long ago, 'In order to be united, it is
essential to get to know and to | ove another'. It is ny
personal prayer that we nay all cone to |ove our sisters and
brothers of other traditions that we take their concerns,
riches and valuers at |east as seriously as we take our own.
The proposed Covenant preanble calls for it to be inaugurated
in‘'aspirit of penitence for all that human sinful ness and
narr owness have contributed to our past divisions' and “in a
spirit of thanksgiving and joy' for the way in which God has
brought us cl oser together'. The Report calls on us to
"harvest our diversity'. That, of course, is a call that
applies far nore widely than to just Anglicans and Methodi sts.
G ants of the Past.

Recently, | have been reading Ceoffrey Wainwight's

magi sterial biography of Lesslie Newbigin, Lesslie Newbigin-a
Theol ogi cal Life, OUP, 2000, E40. |1SBN 0-19-510171-5. Granted
the very proper advance of ecclesiology to the top of the
ecuneni cal agenda, it is inportant to revisit his life and

t heol ogy, perhaps especially his pioneering work, 'The
Househol d of God' which did so much to expound the

conpl enentary strengths of 'catholic', classical Protestant



and pentecostalist ecclesiology. Wai nwi ght gives nuch

val uabl e contextual information on the devel opnent of

Newbi gin's views and stresses their continued rel evance in
ecunmeni sm

Mark Woodruff rem nds nme that next year will see the fiftieth
anni versary of the death of another, and even nore pioneering
ecuneni st, re-reception of whose insights and spirituality is
al so long overdue. | refer to the Abbe Paul Couturier, a
person with whom | can especially identify, since |like nme, he
was a not over successful school master who devel oped an
ecuneni cal vocation as he approached m ddl e age. Like
Newbi gi n, he al so had an excel |l ent biographer, in his case the
Anglican, Geoffrey Curtis, whose book, Paul Couturier and
Unity in Christ, SCM 1964, remains fresh and inspirational.
Above all, he was a deeply spiritual man, who believed the
churches best sought unity by ‘spiritual ermulation’ that is by
bot h deepening their own characteristic fornms of spirituality
and receiving hunbly fromeach other. G eater holiness would
lead to greater unity.

On one occasion, the Abbe Paul said, '"in order to re-read the
di vine nystery (ie in ternms of another tradition) and to
transpose one nentality to another, a special divine
assistance is needed'. This rem nds us of how much all our
work is dependent upon the Holy Spirit. | wite this as unity
week approaches.

The Holy Spirit and Ecunmeni sm

A consultation on this subject, involving, anongst others, a
few of our nenbers, will take place in Assisi in Cctober 2002.
| think a pneumatal ogi cal chall enge cones from both sides of
the Reformation divide- fromProtestants to 'catholics' to
recogni se the real work of the Spirit in comunities that they
regard as | acking the 'covenanted' mnministerial structures and
sone, at |east of the covenanted neans of grace; from

Catholics to those Protestants who are still suspicious of
“unbi blical' beliefs and practices in the 'catholic' churches
to recognise the real |ife of grace and holiness that exists

in such churches.

In a homly early in 2000, Pope John Paul Il said this, 'The

I onging for unity goes hand in hand with a profound ability to
sacrifice whatever is personal in order to predispose the sou
to ever greater fidelity to the Gospel. Preparing ourselves
for the sacrifice of unity neans changi ng our vi ewpoi nt,

br oadeni ng our horizons, knowi ng how to recogni se the action
of the Holy Spirit who is at work in our brethren, discovering
new di mensi ons of holiness and openi ng ourselves to fresh
aspects of Christian conm tnent'.



One might add, is part of the 'conviction of sin" of which
John speaks in chapter 16 of his Gospel as the work of the
Spirit, the revealing to us of the inadequacy of our own
narrowness of vision? Is part of his searching of the 'deep
things of God', of which Paul speaks, a searching of the
riches of graces found in very diverse spiritualities. It is a
poi nt to ponder.

David Carter.



