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The Society for Ecumenical Studies 
 

Annual Report 2010 
 
The Society's Statues & Objects 
The Society was founded in 1995 and became a Registered Charity, Number 1096515, on 14 March 
2003. Its objects as a registered charity are the advancement of religion and the education of the 
public by fostering as widely as possible the Christian Ecumenical Movement, in a way that combines 
practical experience in social, international and interfaith fields with theological reflection and 
exploration in regard to divisions between Christian denominations, in particular by providing 
occasions and a regular forum within which persons and groups of different backgrounds, races and 
theological convictions can meet for exchange of information, for discussion and to work together on 
study projects, where appropriate in collaboration with other groups or agencies. 
 
Executive Committee (elected on 21 September 2010) 

The Revd Elizabeth Welch Presiding Officer (Chairman) 
The Revd Mark Woodruff Secretary 
Mrs Hilary Martin  Treasurer (resigned December 2010)  
The Revd Prebendary Paul Avis, The Revd John Bradley, The Revd Dr Donald Norwood, 
Christopher Sissons (co-opted April 2011) 

 
Dr Paul Murray is an honorary member of the committee, corresponding on the Receptive Ecumenism 
initiatives, and the Society is delighted to support him in this important work. The Committee records 
its grateful thanks to Hilary Martin for her stewardship of the finances over many years as she steps 
down to concentrate on work related to science and religion. We also record our deep affection and 
gratitude to Dr Martin Conway for his leadership of the Society as its Chairman 2003-2010. 
 
Contact Address: 

26 Daysbrook Road LONDON SW2 3TD 
Tel & Fax +44 (0)20 8678 8195  

  Email  ecumenicalstudies@btinternet.com 
Website http://www.ecumenicalstudies.org.uk 

 
Membership 
The Society's network of people at the end of 2010 including subscribers, honorary members and 
certain related bodies and institutions, stood at 87. Of these, however, only 38 were subscribing and 
paying members. The new Presiding Officer, the Revd Elizabeth Welch, undertook an extensive 
consultation of members and others in our networks and this met with a strong response from well 
over half the members. As a result, the Executive Committee felt emboldened to make new plans for 
2011 and beyond, aided by new friends to the work of the Society David Tatem, national ecumenical 
officer for the United Reformed Church and Chris Sissons, the national ecumenical officer for the 
Methodist Church. We have been extremely grateful to them for their support. Since this valuable 
exercise, our immediate network numbers 88 persons of whom 59 are subscribers or otherwise active 
with the Society. 
 
 
Committee and Activities 
During the year the Executive Committee met twice to conduct the Society's business, the second 
being an open meeting of all interested to discuss and contribute to planning the Society’s future role 
and work. A study sessions was held following the September 2010 AGM:. 

• Christian Unity – Will it Ever Really Happen? – A reflection and discussion led by the Revd 
David Gamble, President of the Methodist Conference, 2009-2010 
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Newsletter 
This is circulated to our members and other institutions and contacts in our extended network. It was 
issued once in 2010 in August. But in the autumn the Presiding Officer, the Revd Elizabeth Welch 
issued a letter and consultation questionnaire to members on the future of the Society, which met with 
a warm and ready response. Each of the Society’s Newsletters and their papers are also available 
online on our website, www.ecumenicalstudies.org.uk 
 
The principal paper included in the Newsletter was: 

• Evolution and the Biological Sciences Since Darwin, by Dr Denis Alexander (Dorchester 
Lecture, 14 November 2009) – from the 2009 Study Day on The Churches’ Debt to Darwin 

 
Website – www.ecumenicalstudies.org.uk 
Papers and reports from most of our events are either on our website or accessible at a linked site. The 
website continues to be a means to disseminate our discussions and papers and reports by our 
members to a much wider readership. It now constitutes as full as possible an archive of the Society’s 
activities and studies since preliminary meetings in 1994. 
 
 
Wider Public Benefit 
The recent Charities Act requires all charities to demonstrate wider public benefit. The Society for 
Ecumenical Studies benefits wider society in the following ways: 

• Education and research 
• Providing a forum to explore the positive contribution and bearing of the Christian faith on 

life and society 
• Providing a forum to explore and enhance the role of the Christian ecumenical movement in 

the advancement of society through promoting Christian unity, religious harmony, inclusion 
of minorities and community cohesion 

 
 

Accounts 2010 
 
 
Income and expenditure for the year 31.12.09 to 31.12.10 
 
 
EXPENDITURE 
Subscriptions to Societas Oecumenica (2 Years): £63.25 + £64.85  128.10   
Subscription to CTBI        190  
Catering         123.24  
Printing          167.92 
Westminster College        238.00 
Total          847.26 
 
INCOME 
Subscriptions by cheque        162 
Subscriptions by Bankers’ order       276 
Westminster College Conference      152  
Total          590           
 
Excess of expenditure over income                                 £257.26  
 
Opening balance at 31.12.00    £648.80 
Balance carried forward at 31.12.10   £391.54 


