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Secretary's Notes

This newsl etter contains notes on recent past and
projected activities, the formal notification and agenda of
the AGM and a couple of book reviews. | amparticularly
grateful to Donal d Norwood, Martin and Ruth Reardon and Bar ney
MIligan for their input. Donald has kindly witten a short
description of the European Ecunenical Assenbly at Gaz |ast
June and the Reardons and Barney have kindly contributed
mat eri al summari zing the sem nars they gave to the London
Goup last term

Recent activities

These include the highly successful neeting at the Selly
Cak Colleges in Cctober, organised by Martin Conway, to whom
we express our grateful thanks. The Conference was entitled
' The marks and processes of unity in Christ for the worl d-w de
Church in the age of unity-in-diversity' and Martin, hinself,
gave the keynote paper. Bishop Mark Santer kindly gave us a
response in the afternoon. The neeting was | ess well attended
than we had hoped for, but we are also nost grateful to Gareth
Powel | who, amidst all the pressures of starting in circuit as
a probationer mnister, gave generously of his tinme in
organising this neeting and liaising with Martin Conway.

The London G oup continued its series of neetings at
Heyt hrop. We are grateful to Paul MacPartlan for hosting these
sem nars. W had two particualrly thought provoki ng sem nars
this term firstly, fromBarney MIIligan, who gave us the ful
benefit alike of his know edge of nodern history and ecuneni sm
and his Strasbourg experience, and, secondly, with the
Rear dons, who spoke of their experience of interchurch
famlies. In both cases, we were |ooking at issues that, so to
speak, transcend their formally defined spheres. The
reconciliation of European nenories, both ecclesial and
secul ar, has imense inplications for the future both of work
in ecclesiology and its practical outworking in 'life and
wor k' i ssues. The Association of Inter-Church Famlies is
doi ng theol ogi cal work that goes beyond its i medi ate sphere
of concern and may have profound future general applications.
| was personally very inpressed with sonme of the material in
their nost recent newsletter. I amsure Ruth woul d be happy to
answer any queries anyone has about this and you can contact
her at Interchurch House, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SEI 7RL TN
0171- 620-4444. You can read further details of both sem nars
in the enclosed summari es.



The AGM

This will be, as already notified, at Church House, G eat
Smth St, London SW., through the kind offices of Mary Tanner,
on Thursday 5 February. Please note, however, that we will be
starting a little later than previously advertised, at 4-50
pm This is to allow a breathing space to those of our nenbers
who are involved in the Anglican FOAG G oup, which neets just
bef orehand. The Agenda is as foll ows.
Openi ng prayer by Convenor.

| .

2. Mnutes (see the March 1997 newsl etter)

3. Secretary's review of events in 1997

4. Treasurer's Statenment (copies will be available at
Meet i ng)

5. Future plans. Any nenber is welconme to propose

possi ble future activities at this point
6. Election of Conmittee
7 ACB.

The full mnutes are as in the March newsletter. | wll
have a few other copies available at the nmeeting for anyone
who w shes to check them and has not got the original. My I
rem nd you that there were three changes in the Commttee | ast
year, with John Coventry, Martin Reardon and Martin Cressey
st andi ng down? Paul MacPartl an took over as Convenor, Sister
Fidelis Daly as Treasurer and Fr Maxinos Lavriotes filled the
remai ni ng vacancy on the Commttee. O her, continuing :nenbers
of the Cormittee are Rodney Matthews, Martin Conway, G llian
Evans, and nyself as Secretary.

After the business section of the neeting, Rev. Dr N ck
Sagovsky wi Il speak to us about "the current state of
progress in ARCIC

Future Pl ans

We hope to have a nornmal range of neetings in 1998. Sone of
our plans are still being sorted out, but | can give you the
follow ng details.

March 11, at Heythrop at 5pm Rev. Dr James Cassidy will give
us a semnar entitled, 'Baptism The Real and Experienced
Basis of Unity'. This will be closely related to his recent
doctoral thesis on nmenbership in Local Ecunenica

Partnerships. Please drawthis to the attention of any friends

particularly interested in such matters. You will note that,
so far, there is only one London sem nar arranged for this
term If | amable to arrange another one, | will inform

London and Hone Counties nenbers. W are | ooking for
volunteers to offer us papers in future terns, so, if you want
to do so, please let ne know as soon as possible.

On April 25 there will be a nmeeting at Westcott House,
Canbridge, kindly organised by Fr Maxi nbs Lavriotes. It wll



have an Orthodox flavour. Fr Maxi nos and Ni ck Sagovsky wi || be
the main speakers. Full details will be issued soon, hopefully
at the AGM and certainly in the March newsletter.

W will have a neeting on June 20, on the subject of recent
progress in ecunenical reception of the Petrine mnistry. The
mai n speakers will be Colin Davey, who will concentrate on the
responses fromother churches to 'U Unum Sint' and Pau
MacPartl an, who wll talk about recent devel opnents in Ronman
Catholic thinking on the subject. Details of time and venue
(probably Campion Hail, Oxford) will be announced in the next
newsl etter, in March. W al so hope to have a neeting in

Cct ober on the subject of the contribution of wonen to
ecuneni sm Sister Fidelis is currently exploring possibilities
for the latter, and we hope that she will give a historical
presentation on this together with input fromone or two ot her
wonmen with | ong experience in this field.



